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"Tapatio hot sauce was created by a Tapatio," tour guide Gus Melor told me about the product that is a staple in just about every 

American kitchen, including mine. "'Tapatio' is the nickname for a person from Guadalajara."

When Jose-Luis Saavedra Sr. immigrated to Southern California from Guadalajara, he created the sauce with a nod to his 

homeland. He began by selling 5-ounce bottles in 1971. Today, still family-owned, Tapatio is sold around the world. Holsters 

hold 3-ounce bottles for travelers who can't be without their favorite hot sauce.

It's only �tting for a Tapatio to bring happiness to all who partake. Hospitality is the motto of Guadalajara, Mexico's second-

largest city and capital of the state of Jalisco. It is world-renowned as the cultural capital — and the Silicon Valley — of Latin 

America. At its entrance, the inscription, "Guadalajara, a hospitable city," can be seen on one side of Los Arcos ("The Arches"), 

modeled after the triumphal arches around Europe. The other side reads, "A pleasant stay is a guarantee of return."
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